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SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: THREE SOUTH AFRICAN SOLDIERS KILLED IN CLASH 

1 . ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS FROM WINDHOEK, AUGUST 14, 

THREE SOUTH AFRICAN SOLDIERS AND FIVE SWAPO GUERRILLAS WERE 
KILLED IN A SKIRMISH NEAR THE ANGOLA BORDER ON SATURDAY, 

AUGUST 12. GENERAL GELDENHUYS, GENERAL OFFICER COMMANDING 
SWA COMMAND, WAS ALSO QUOTED AS REPORTING THREE MORE BORDER 
VIOLATIONS FROM ANGOLA INTO OVAMBO ON SUNDAY NIGHT. ALSO, 
YESTERDAY, AUGUST 13, A SECURITY FORCE PATROL WAS REPORTEDLY 
FIRED UPON FROM THE ANGOLAN SIDE OF THE BORDER. 

2. MEANWHILE. SOUTH AFRICAN MEDIA HAVE REPORTED SWAPO'S 
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PUBLIC REJECTION OF ADMINISTRATOR-GENERAL STEYN S AUGUST 12 
CALL FOR A CEASEFIRE AS "ARROGANT AND PRESUMPTUOUS." 

SWAPO SPOKESMAN. PETER KATJAVIVI, IS QUOTED AS SAYING 

"IF AND WHEN THE WAR IS TO END, THERE WOULD HAVE TO 

BE A CLEARED MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN BOTH PARTIES, 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN OCCUPATION REGIME AND SWAPO FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS, WORKED OUT UNDER UN AUSPICIES.” 
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3. COMMENT: THE INCIDENT ON AUGUST 12 IS THE FIRST 
REPORTED CLASH IN WHICH SOUTH AFRICAN MILITARY PERSONNEL 
HAVE BEEN KILLED SINCE SWAPO RESUMED ITS GUERRILLA 
ACTIVITY IN THE TERRITORY ABOUT THREE WEEKS AGO. THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN MILITARY LEADERS CAN BE EXPECTED TO 
INTENSIFY THEIR PRESSURE FOR DIRECT ACTION AGAINST THE 
ALLEGED SWAPO BUILD-UP ACROSS THE BORDER. SOME SAG 
LEADERS MAY ALSO FEEL THAT THE STEP-UP IN SWAPO ACTIVITY 

HAS REACHED THE POINT WHERE FOR POLITICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL 
REASONS IT IS IMPORTANT TO HIT BACK AT THE SWAPO BASES. 

FAILURE TO ACT, THEY LIKELY FEAR, WILL BE TAKEN BY TRIBAL PEOPLE 
AS SIGN OF SAG WEAKNESS IN FACE OF SWAPO STRENGTH, THUS 
GIVING SWAPO SOME BANDWAGON APPEAL WHEN PEOPLE ARE ASKED 
TO DECIDE AND VOTE WHICH CAUSE THEY SUPPORT. 

4. THE SOUTH AFRICANS MAY ALSO CALCULATE THAT JUDGE STEYN'S 
PLEA FOR A CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES AND THE CATEGORIC 
REJECTION OF ANY SUCH AGREEMENT BY SWAPO HAS PROVIDED 
SOUTH AFRICA A POLITICAL AND MORAL FRAMEWORK WHICH WOULD 
MITIGATE INTERNATIONAL AND PARTICULARLY WESTERN REACTION 
TO ANY RETALIATORY STRIKES. 

EDMONDSON 
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